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encourage them, explain to them and point things out to them. Lead them and do
not push them and ill-treat them. Let in your homes, even though there is hell in
the rest of the world, your children feel safe, assured, satisfied and peaceful. Then,
and only then, there will be God’s blessing in abundance, both for you and your
homes.

Now listen to the lamentations of a young wife and mother who writes about who
writes about a very timely topic. “Dear Father: Listening to your last few talks I
cried myself to bits. Why? There are two reasons. First: How much and what a
young pregnant woman has to listen to! It is better not to write about these scoffs,
jeers, and sneering jokes. It’s not only from men but also from women! the second
reason: It is very difficult to find places to rent if one has children. The first
question the owner of the house poses is: “How many children do you have?” If I
tell him three, he simply waves his hand and says: “I don’t want renters with
children in my house.” Or he raises the rent two or three dollars more. Because, he
says, the children break everything. Is this just? We, the young mothers, have to
suffer, because we have children.” If there is any living being that deserves respect
it is the woman with the child; it is the woman who is pregnant. With the Polish
people a pregnant woman was always considered as someone holy. From this
consideration comes the expression “the woman in the blessed state.” That is why
one of the most sacred realities in Poland is MOTHER! The man who allows
himself to poke fun at a woman in the blessed state has to be of basest mind and
very amoral. Such a son, husband, father is not worth much! How much respect
can such a man have for his own mother or sister? Such men are not knights, but
trollops, hoodlums, gutter men and discards! As far as homeowners are concerned,
who refuse to accept young because they have children are witless and unjust. Who
knows if such owners themselves are not from numerous families. Who know if
while they were young they had to sleep in the barn, because there was no room in
the house. And now they play grand lords! They have too much in their pockets
and too little in their heads! If ever, it is now that children are not in style! If ever,
it is now that we should show special regard to the parents with a group of
children, because such are our treasure and our strength. What an awful thing it is
to watch a dying nation because of lack of births, lack of children! Such a nation
becomes the cemetery of the living. Home owners be wise and human. Do you
want to be called present-day Herods? Who knows if our government will not look
into this and will start an investigation into this sad matter. I will end today’s talk
about human doings which sometimes become the graves full of vermin and
rottenness.
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April 19, 1942

I greet you, my fellow compatriots, in a traditional Polish way: Praised be Jesus
Christ.

Everyone today feels, knows and sees that at this time things aren’t going well in
our world. We didn’t have it worse yet. I have in mind the present war, but not
only. I have in mind the condition of our entire society. Please remember that there
is no society without people. Please remember that and keep it before your eyes
always then you will see that we can’t even speak of making the society better
unless there are changes, basic, deep changes in individuals who make up that
society. The cause of suffering and defeats is not God or nature. The cause of
suffering is either an individual or a group of individuals. The world is made up of
people. So the kind of people the kind of world we have. Someone once wrote:
“that nature means a lot, everyone knows that. That God means much if someone
doesn’t know it, at least every Catholic should know it. The better the Catholic, the
better he should know how much God means in life. If someone became a better
Catholic today than he was yesterday, he knows how much God means in his life.
Most people are little aware of their own worth in life. Because God is always
ready to do good things through us, and nature is ready to serve us, we can always
say whether it is good on this earth or bad depends on us. All depends on the
human will. Man is the generator of good or bad on this earth.” Perhaps you don’t
believe? Good. Listen then. Man builds roads, houses, churches and schools.
Builds machines, enters the center of the earth and flies in the air. He prints books
and periodicals. Man works. He works for his benefit and for the benefit of the
family and society. He also prays, curses and blasphemes; he forgives and
revenges; man loves and hates, he is friendly and he cheats; he helps and he steals;
he is truthful and he lies, and sometimes he murders! Thus man acts, thus people
do because they are endowed with a free will and a good mind. That is why it is
either good on this earth or bad depending whether the people are good or bad. If
today bad things are happening in this world, it is because the people in it are doing
bad things. The Christian believes in change, rather the possibility of change in
every human being. Man believes, above all, that a bad person may become good,
the good may become better, better nay become perfect even saint. One must want.
One must, with all his might, press the mind with his free will, then, every one of
us will become that circle of family, society, national and world clock.
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Humanity’s Works

I read from a letter dated 21 December, 1941: “Reverend Father Justin, your
program, which just ended, should be heard by every Polish household every
Sunday. Certainly, there are certain expressions in your talk with which I am not in
agreement, but we are only people, and as such, we are not perfect. Even though I
am not at home, I am hurrying to get there by five o’clock in order to hear your
program which is worthy to enter into every human heart and mind. Next, I ask
you, Father, for an explanation of the present situation of the world. Every
religious denomination teaches that God is love and justice. On the other hand,
nothing happens without God’s will and our beautiful “He who dwells under the
shelter of the Most High” proves that. How difficult it is for us, lay people, to
accept that. Our nation suffers terribly, and yet, this nation, is most likely, the most
godly nation under the sun. It is enough to mention those thousands of crosses and
wayside chapels. There was no freezing temperatures low enough for us not to
remove the hat passing by those chapels. In this country ~ “every house we entered
was a church for us,” as Tetmajer says. It is on this country, on this nation the
entire hell of evil fell, such as no one before this heard. And why is this? Why do
we have to suffer so much? It is really incomprehensible no matter how one looks
at it. Would you Father, explain this more thoroughly, not only for me but for
many of the listeners of your program. Here we have freedom, both religious and
political, and I think it is unnecessary to pay attention to public opinion. At least |
do not pay attention to the opinion of others but write and say that what [ consider
to be true. There is no hidden agenda. I only seek the support for my thoughts. I
have a numerous family in Poland: brother, captain, killed. Second brother a
teacher — is in a concentration camp. Third brother and sister, both teachers, are
suffering inexpressibly. The youngest brother was with the Salesians, in 1943 was
to be ordained. I was very proud of them. So what of it today? Does it surprise you
that I write this way?”

To answer this letter in detail I would have to write a volume about God’s Divine
Providence, cite various Scripture passages and occurrences. I cannot permit
myself this luxury. I will, however, cite some basic truths. 1.) God rules the world -
means, that He tries to see that all creation serves His glory and is useful to
humanity. That is why the learned make these comparisons. The world is the ship
and God is the helmsman. 2.) Nothing happens in our life without the express Will
of God or without His allowing it. True, very frequently we do not know the reason
for some of the happenings, but God knows the reason. We cannot say that God
wants everything that is happening in the world. God allows certain evils and does
not forestall them even though He could. Why? Because He gave us intelligence
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and a free will. So the fault lies with the perverts. 3.) God allows that good and
innocent people suffer because, He wants to try them, to allow them to do penance
already here on earth, to purify their souls from worldly detritus, to give them
strength to persevere in good, to turn them toward Him. Sufferings then, allow for
spiritual rebirth and restructuring of life. Here is the example: Two years ago
lightning struck the old wooden house of the farmer. The house burned to the
ground. Misfortune, isn’t it? Seemingly. That farmer awoke and got to work. He
built a new house for himself with all the modern conveniences. He built himself a
real little palace. In addition he stopped drinking and began going to church.
Today, there is peace in his family. He is an exemplary husband and the mother
and the children are very happy.

And now, what do people write to me from the time this world war started? Listen:
One asks: “Is your God sleeping?” The second accuses: “God is not doing anything
to stop the German murderer!” The third cries out: “If there really was a God, for
sure He would not permit the whole world to be in flames!” The fourth complains:
“Why should one pray when God does not want to hear us!” Some mother sends
me her rosary and writes: “I stopped believing and praying! I had one son. He was
killed on the first day of war!” I am not surprised that people complain, but that
believing people blaspheme, frightens me. To lament, complain, cry, is a human
thing to do. Our Savior himself complained and cried when in spirit He saw the
destruction of the holy city! So why should we be surprised at people when they
look on the ruins the war has wrought, and we hear mothers and innocent children
cry! Why should we be surprised when we hear the voices of those who were
driven out of their homes and countries, to wander in the fields and forests without
bread and clothing! These are the cries not of hundreds or thousands; these are the
cries of millions! It seems that over the Polish land, Satan himself established his
reign in the person of the German anti-Christ! Notwithstanding all this, how dare
certain people toss blasphemes in the face of God and blame God and ascribe to
God the war and its results? After all, God is the Prince of Peace — Teacher of
Love, a Just Judge! This is the fault of the nation who by barbarian and pagan
means tries to enslave the entire world and institute a new order in the world.
Couldn’t God make all this suffering disappear suddenly? Of course He could!
Why doesn’t He then? I don’t know! Evidently He has certain unknown to us
reasons. What gives me much to think about is the letter a Polish officer wrote to
me from Romania in January of 1941: “It seems to me that present world crisis is
partially God’s punishment for all the villainy the nations were committing in the
last few years. People living beyond their means, unrestrained liberty, which
depraved them to such a degree, that they forgot about God, about His
commandments, about decency, about morality. All this taken together gradually
generated lawlessness and world demoralization to a highest degree. All of us are
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guilty of this to some degree!” Thus writes a Polish officer interned in the
Romanian camp. I willingly agree with you and with all that you are saying about
the churches, chapels, and the wayside shrines in Poland. I have to admit, that in
greater part the simple Polish people were deeply believing, pious and merciful.
Could we say the same about the intelligentsia in Poland? Could we say the same
thing about our leaders, our diplomats and politicians, so very thirsty for honors
and fame? Could we say the same about our officials who at all costs, especially
their religious beliefs, wanted to retain their high positions? I only pose the
questions, I am not a judge. Certain ones of these are in the States right now,
thanks to the socialist Party. One of them, the most profane, is the former radio
controller in Poland. As a controller, he openly fought God and the Catholic faith.
He specialized in preventing Catholic radio broadcasts. He did it perfidiously and
quickly. He always hid his acts behind inadequate form or bad transmission. With
his hatred of God he infected the good Polish Socialists. The same thing was
happening with New York broadcasts. There was a whole legion of such officials
in Poland. Poland swarmed with such passport Catholics. It’s happening to this
day, because God does not take away man’s free will. He does not hear our prayers
because it is not the right time yet and He has certain plans. Believe, then, in the
effective prayers and the just cause. We will, then, regain peace and stability. In
faith, all those suffering on Polish land will find strength and courage. This comes
through in every letter written from September of 1939. The underground
newsletter “Szaniec” (Earthwork) from December 20, 1940 states: “God was born
for us to lift us up and save us from falling, to save us from evil and to give witness
to the enormous and holy truth that justice and law, without tanks and Satanic help,
always wins, because behind it is God’s help!”

Next, I am reading a letter from Staten Island: “Reverend Father: Every Sunday I
listen attentively to your Rosary Hour, which I find most interesting and
instructive. I am but a girl of 15 years and a Junior in a Catholic High School.
Many times I sat beside the radio, I heard you reading certain letters and answering
questions sent in, telling of mothers who seldom remain at home or did their duty
by their children. You say the same regarding certain fathers. I only wish all boys
and girls would have parents like mine. Dad who was injured about 1926 and ever
since has suffered spinal injuries proves to be a model Dad. Through those many
years he’s suffered greatly, but has gone through life with a smile making us all
proud of him. Mother too, should be pictured as an ideal Mom to all. If it wasn’t
for her, we would be in a poor house, long ago, but her thriftiness has prevented
that. While Dad was working, Mother saved and on that money we’ve lived. We
have our own home and live happily. Not only that, but provided for us excellent
Catholic education. My older brother went three years to a Catholic College and
last month entered the Coast Guards. My sister is in her fourth year of a Catholic
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College and will graduate in June. My younger brother and I are now students in a
Catholic High School. This Catholic education costs a great sum, but our parents
want to provide us with that what they wanted but could not have. We have good
clothes and excellent food besides. Why? Because of the thrift and love we hold
dear to us — our parents, and that’s the way it should be in every family! Now I end
my letter with the last words May you, Father, remain with God and God with
you!” With what pleasure and satisfaction one reads the letters of good children,
who appreciate and value the foresight and work of their parents and repay heart
with heart. Really, a good child is like a bank, who repays his father and mother
with percentage for all the work they put in to raise him/her.

Next listen to this occurrence. In the middle of the month of February, a young girl
came to me and asked me for a private conference and started to cry. Five minutes
passed before she was able to speak. I waited. She began her story thus: “I am
seventeen years of age. I have an older brother at home who works. I also worked
until two months ago when I was dismissed because they found out that I was not
of age to work. In order to obtain work I lied. My father constantly threw it up to
me that I was eating food which I didn’t earn so I should go to work and earn it.
So, I went to work. I earned nine (9) dollars a week. I gave the money to my
parents. My father did not allow me to go to the dentist. I suffer from appendix and
should be operated, but I’m afraid to tell my parents. I bought a cheap coat to be
paid in installments. On Saturday they will come and take away my winter coat
because my father refuses to pay any more. He always yells at me that I should go
and find a job for myself. If I won’t find a job he will throw me out of the house.
My mother, too, does not say a word in my defense. The poor girl, while telling her
sad story was sobbing and swallowing her tears. It doesn’t matter what I said or did
in this case. I am speaking now to similar, hard, stupid and heartless fathers and
mothers who do not deserve the name father and mother. You are a disgrace to our
society. I do not say this from either a Christian or Catholic point of view, but of
purely human and natural point of view! If I were a judge and had sufficient power
and such a father or mother would come before me they would hear from me one
and the same verdict: prison, and nothing to eat except bread and water and public
flogging! If T had the power, I would build such a prison with heavy steel bars as
stand in the public square in Poznan. There I would flog publicly such father and
mother which were described above! Animals passionately defend their young and
care for them, and here, mother and father do not know how to show understanding
and mercy! Truly, this surpasses all understanding! Fathers and mothers dear, have
a heart for your children especially in these present days. Be understanding toward
your children! do not kill in them their beautiful ideals which come from a
satisfying, happy, human life. Remember that our children, with few small
exceptions, are good, obedient and diligent. Help them and guide them patiently,




